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Inspectoral Changes 


Due to a considerable increase in the French-speaking school population of 
the Sudbury area, a new inspectoral division, known as R.C. Separate Division 
III and District Division VII, Part III, was established at midsummer 1940. 
Dr. Louis Charbonneau, M'A, BPaed,,-Ph-D' master hear 
Ottawa Normal School, accepted temporary appointment to this inspector- 
de 


The opening of this new inspectoral division permitted a redistribution of 
the schools attended by French-speaking pupils into more compact areas of 
approximately 125 classrooms for each of the twelve French-speaking elementary 
school inspectors. 


Training of Teachers—Improvement in Qualifications 


In 1939-40, there were 182 teachers-in-training at the University of Ottawa 
Normal School, 32 of whom were enrolled in the First Class course, and 150 in 
the Second Class course. As a result of the term and final examinations, 26 
students were awarded First Class teachers’ certificates, and 118 obtained Second 
Class certificates. 


The following table shows the number and percentage of Ontario French- 
speaking elementary school teachers holding First or Second Class certificates 
in November, 1940, and the progress made in this regard since 1929 :— 





1929 1937 1938 1939 1940 


Total number of French-speaking teachers in Ele- 

















mentarv'SCh0o0!s "PR PRE 105708 L7AI 1,316 | 1,390 121,416 
Number of above teachers holding I or II Class cer- 

tificates:....4 SR RER RER 273 | "1,018 ISO ET 
Percentage of French-speaking teachers holding I or 


II. Class certificates ERP PR 25.11 | 79.46 |" 862409145902 :58 





Age-Grade Distribution of Pupils in Elementary Schools 


The following tables present a compilation of the French-speaking School 
Inspectors” Annual Age-Grade Summary Reports for May, 1940 :— 
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The following comparative table, for the years 1938, 1939, and 1940, shows 
the marked progress which has been achieved in the grade-enrolment distribution 
in all Ontario elementary schools attended by French-speaking pupils:— 


Separate and Public Schools 











1938 1939 1940 
Grade RE PE EEE VESRN RER CORRE RE RE 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 

T° 1 RE SR AT 11,216 23100 8,955 18.16 8,39 17042 
[T5 5 SRE RIRE EIRE RS 6,992 14.75 7,148 14.49 71057 14.15 
III pan ense RE 4,974 10.49 6,631 13.45 6,803 13.64 
IV, LP MR EE PE RE 5,548 LIRE 6,364 12.90 6,541 19211 
VE Fr ARS RE  ERE 5,828 12-80 5,883 11.93 6,043 1712 
VI. 4,715 10.07 5,136 10.41 5,036 10.09 
VIT ARR RU EE RATES 3,764 7.95 4,018 Ho 4,284 8.58 
NIITSRCRE ESS AE EN REE 2015 019 3,436 6.97 3,741 2:50 
TX SR RE 127 1252 893 1.81 948 1.90 
K MTL PRE RTL TI LUE 443 .93 587 1.19 646 1.29 
Auxilarm Classes UNE 217 . 46 268 . 54 251 .50 

Total sm isnmts. Pre 47,397 100.00 49,319 100.00 49,889 100.00 


It is worth noting in the above table that, while the total French-speaking 
school population has increased from 47,397 pupils, in 1938, to 49,889 pupils, in 
1940, the percentage of the Grade I enrolment has decreased from 23.66, in 1938, 
to 17.12, in 1940. The main reason for this more normal enrolment in the 
Grade I classes is the gradual disappearance of repeaters from these classes. The 
changes brought about in recent years in the programme of studies and in the 
methods of teaching for Grade I French-speaking classes have helped materially 
in reducing the burden of work which was doubtless too heavy for a great number 
of pupils, but there is still room for improvement in that regard. School boards, 
in urban centres especially, would be well advised to establish kindergarten 
classes, which eventually would mean both a saving in school costs and a better- 
ment in educational results. 


TABLE No. 2 


ANALYSIS OF AGE-GRADE DISTRIBUTION IN RELATION TO IDEAL AGE-SPREAD 
IN ELEMENTARY RURAL AND URBAN SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 
FRENCH-SPEAKING PUPILS, MAY 1940 


(A) Separate and Public Schools 


Under Within Over 





Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 
GRADE EEE RENE RENE RSR ENTER BE MER PS Se 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 

EE, SR PRE AE 163 1.91 7,558 88.51 818 9.58 
IL: ES MERE ERRTE 94 182 5,939 84.16 1,024 14.52 
LIT CR ER R RES 192 ROZ 5,279 77.60 L692 19.58 
EVER CREER TETE 182 2.78 4,869 74.44 1,490 22.78 
NA IR RES CN EE 191 110 4,424 7324 1,428 25:09 
VILLA EAN RTE PORN RE 251 4.98 3,092 LABS 1,093 21N AE 
WLI NS LR SRE RER CREER 99. RTE 3,902 77.08 651 15. 20 
VIII Re NRA RP Re 376 10.05 2,897 77.44 468 1251 
TX ER RS AIRE NT TRE 139 14.66 199 T5 74 4 SE 
A tin RE LS ES SR RE 103 15.94 504 78.02 39 6.04 
Totals 2: RARES 2022 4.06 39,199 18-57 8,417 16.87 


NoTE:—The 251 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary Classes are not included in the above table. 
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The percentage of enrolment in the Grade VIII classes has increased from 
6.15, in 1938, to 7.50, in 1940. It is confidently expected that in 1943, when the 
more natural motion imparted a few years ago to the lower classes will have 
reached Grade VIII classes, the enrolment in the latter should attain approxim- 
ately 10 per cent of the total school enrolment. 

Teachers and inspectors are to be highly commended for the results they 
have obtained thus far. They should continue, however, to be relentless in their 
efforts to check the excessive drop in enrolment in the senior grades of the 


elementary school. 
(B) Separate Schools 








Under Within Over 
Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 
GRADE  __ 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 

TR nn re. 135 1.74 6,936 89.17 707 9.09 
EE AA. En 0e SON RE RS 78 1220 MOUL 84.70 917 14.10 
LÉO EPA Le 179 2.86 4,910 78.09 1,198 19.05 
EVER Te ne, 161 21e 4,505 74.80 1,349 92 "42 
NCA RIRE T2 ee, - 0 175 LD 4,084 75 40 1,305 29 45 
NOR RE ns le es ee, DA 4.90 3,405 on 1,016 21.85 
NT sd cn LL Tart 3,095 ie ALU 608 Do 
NP CT Us 9334 9.63 200 11,08 444 1276 
LR nue 138 1472 129 PRE vil TL 
RE D TL 101 15:78 500 16113 39 6.09 
HO Re AR nn RU nc 1,839 4.00 DO OL 79.31 7,654 16.69 





NoTE:—The 232 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary Classes are not included in the above table. 


(C) Public Schools 


Under Within | Over 








Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread Ideal Age Spread 

GRADE RE ee — 

Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
RE RER Re ne : né à 28 0e 622 1275 PEL 14.59 
LORS AR ee 16 2.89 432 14489 107 19.28 
ÉD ne à Le 202 369 TIRAL 134 25.97 
RL nn nu és à 2 1 3.99 364 69.20 141 200 
er ae 16 3.34 340 70.98 123 25.68 
NT Le, 24 6.18 287 13-90 (1 19.85 
NT RER er an 20 TL 207 76.67 43 F5 92 
NAT TA MEME eu ie À 42, 15.96 197 74.90 24 9.14 
PR se su 1 10.00 6 60.00 3 30.00 

Rd dau 2 39 00 4 DÉFIER NN tr ee 
2 du ane 183 4.84 2,828 74.93 763 DU 





NoïE:—The 19 pupils enrolled in Auxiliary Classes are not included in the above table. 


TABLE No. 3 


GRADE-ENROLMENT DISTRIBUTION IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY 
FRENCH-SPEAKING PUPILS, MAY 1940 


(A) Separate and Public Schools 











Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades RE TN Ne pe nn tr. 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
Ne uv un ue à 12,329 61.84 {À 16,611 55.46 28,940 59:02 
ue du à 7,228 306.25 11,876 39.65 19,104 38.29 
D D Line. , 381 LA 21 4.05 1,594 3.19 
a nee fade d déni sue) cute 20 . 84 201 25 








(B) Separate Schools 

















Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades ee 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
EN: grue, MO NE REA 10,561 61.39 16,021 55,45 26,582 27208 
MENIIE 3 OR 6,268 36.44 11,436 39.58 17,704 38.41 
ER RS Ce TUE 374 2417 1,204 +7 1,578 3.42 
Auxiliary:L'ASES MO PR CRIE MAMMA RE 252 . 80 232 . 50 
(C) Public Schools 
Rural Urban Rural and Urban 
Grades 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
T-IV' ae 1. ee LOC NUE 1,768 64.64 590 55870 2000 62912 
VEN EL TRE EE A CR 960 29410 440 41.59 1,400 36.91 
TX AUReR 7. LAURE 7 .26 9 .85 16 .42 
AUÉIATE VE SAM Be 0 AR PE ROC LR 19 1.80 19 . 50 





The following comparative table shows the grade-enrolment distribution of 
French-speaking pupils in separate and public schools for the years 1938, 1939, 


and 1940. 
Separate and Public Schools 











1938 1939 1940 
Grades EE 
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent 
ÉLVEI SE ER CR ner et 28,730 60.61 29,098 59.00 28,940 58.02 
MENTTIRNSSS ten ee RS 17,280 36.46 18,473 37.46 19,104 38.29 
RER te D NE TEA 0 DEL 1,480 3.00 1,594 3.19 
AUXIUALY A RES UT ES DT .46 268 . 54 251 .50 


Secondary School Classes 


The following table shows the number of French-speaking students enrolled, 
in December 1940, in the advanced French courses of Collegiate Institutes, High, 
Continuation, and Vocational Schools under the supervision of the Department 
of Education :— 





Grade IX X XI XII RTE OtAl 


Number students enrolled .. "27 440 310 172 132 48 1:102 


This total enrolment of 1,102 French-speaking students compares favourably 
with the totals reported for 1938 (839) and for 1939 (1,027). There are besides, 
some 2,500 students who are pursuing their studies in the Grade IX and Grade X 
classes of the elementary schools, [Table No. 1, (A), (Gi), of this report], and in 
private secondary schools. Some of the latter are inspected by the Department 
of Education for the purpose of accepting, or not accepting, the teachers’ recom- 
mendations in respect to pupils who are candidates for middle school certificates. 

Although the above figures show a slight improvement over the situation 
as reported in the last few years, it is evident that much remains to be done 
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throughout the province in order to raise the percentage of the French-speaking 
secondary school enrolment from the present 6 or 7 per cent to at least 18 or 20 
per cent of the total French-speaking school enrolment. Of course, as was stated 
in a previous report, the main cause of this low and rapidly decreasing enrolment 
from grade to grade in the secondary schools is to be found and eradicated in the 
elementary school classes. Once the problem is solved in the elementary depart- 
ment of the schoolk—and according to present indications this task will be com- 
pleted within the next three or four years —there should be automatic improve- 
ment in the secondary school enrolment and age-grade distribution of pupils. 


The recent appointment of a French-speaking high school inspector will no 
doubt contribute in a large measure to the desired progress of the secondary 
school classes attended by French-speaking students. 


Provincial Contest 


The finals of the third annual provincial contest among the Grade VIII 
French-speaking pupils were held in Ottawa on March 29th, 1940. Twenty-two 
contestants—the winning boy and the winning girl from each of the eleven 
French-speaking inspectorates—took part in this final competition. The four 
provincial winners, the first two of whom were awarded secondary school scholar- 
ships, were as follows: 


ist boy: Robert Ethier, 13, R.C.S.S. No. 1, Shackleton, Village of Fauquier; 

Sel Jeanne d'Arc Lapierre, 13, R.C.S.S. No. 1, Shackleton, Village of 
Fauquier; 

2nd boy: Florent Gauthier, 13, St. Charles School, Timmins; 

2nd girl: Vvette Seguin, 14, St. Pierre School, Ottawa. 


The fact that the two best candidates came from the same school, a three- 
roomed village school in Northern Ontario is worthy of note. These pupils as 
well as their teacher, Miss Hélène Bastien, were offered well-deserved praise. 


Inspectoral District Enterprises 


In 1939, at their annual convention, the French-speaking school inspectors 
were asked to undertake during 1940 and every year thereafter, in their respec- 
tive inspectorates, one special enterprise bearing on some particular phase of 
elementary education. It was suggested also that these enterprises, which should 
aim at correcting a general weakness throughout the inspectorate or at fostering 
a new idea in education, be carried on in a scientific manner by taking note of 
essential data, such as existing conditions at the outset, means employed, diffi- 
culties encountered, and results obtained. 


Interesting reports were received from the inspectors at the close of the 
year. Some of the topics which became objects of special research in French- 
speaking inspectorates, during 1940, are as follows: how to encourage supple- 
mentary reading by the pupils; establishment of teachers’ study clubs; how to 
secure better results in mathematics; means of fostering almost perfect attend- 
ance on the part of rural pupils; group meetings of school trustees and secretaries; 
improving the pedagogical organization of the school; the development by pupils 
and teachers of a Grade I supplementary reader in social studies; larger units 
of school administration. 
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The following excerpts are taken from the report submitted on: “Larger 
units of school administration" :— 

Early in 1940, a number of experienced teachers undertook a special study of sections 15, 
16, 17, and 18 of the revised Statutes of Ontario, 1937, setting forth the provisions for the or- 
ganization of township public school areas. Section 32 of the Separate Schools Act on the forma- 
tion of union separate school boards was also included in this study, since the majority of the 
schools in this inspectorate are separate schools and do not come under township school areas. 
Both the advantages and the disadvantages of the larger unit of administration were carefully 
considered and noted. 


Then teachers in key positions were asked to tactfully ascertain local public opinion on the 
new scheme of administration through casual discussions with local leaders such as trustees, 
influential ratepayers, township councillors, etc., and then to report as to how these people reacted 
to the proposed change. 


An examination of the reports relating to township public school areas reveals that public 
opinion is generally favourable to the larger unit, and that local conditions in at least one of the 
municipalities are especially well suited to the formation of two such areas, one for public schools 
attended by French-speaking pupils and one for public schools attended by English-speaking 
pupils. There are five boards now in operation in each case, so that each of the original sections 
would have representation on the township area board. Moreover, none of these sections has any 
school debentures outstanding. 


._ The members of the municipal council are now being consulted on the advisability of their 
passing a by-law constituting the larger units. 


Reports on the formation of larger separate school units under the provisions of section 32 
of the Separate Schools Act, are generally in favour of a parochial area, i.e., have all separate 
schools within the one parish under one board of separate school trustees. There is general op- 
position, however, in parishes where there are more than three separate school boards now in 
operation—and this is the case in the majorit y of parishes—to a union board of only three trustees 
as specified in section 32 of the Separate Schools Act. A board of at least five trustees, giving 
representation to each of the original boards on the union board, is generally favoured. 


Association of Ontario French-speaking Teachers and Inspectors 


The first meetings of a newly-organized provincial association of teachers 
and inspectors, known as “L'Association de l’ Enseignement français de l'Ontario”, 
were held in Ottawa on March 29th and 30th, 1940. The members elected as 
their first president Mr. Joseph Béchard, B.A., B.Paed., master at the University 
of Ottawa Normal School. 


This association, which comprises three sections and is composed of French- 
speaking elementary and secondary school teachers, inspectors and normal 
school masters of Ontario, resembles closely, on a smaller scale, the Ontario 
Educational Association, and, in co-operation with the latter, will no doubt 
promote the best interests of French education in this province. 


A New Grade II Reader in French 


A new Grade II Reader in French, entitled ‘Deuxième livre de lecture’’, 
was authorized by the Minister of Education and introduced in September, 1940, 
in schools attended by French-speaking pupils. 


This new book, edited jointly by the Department of Education and La 
Librairie Beauchemin, Ltée., and printed by Le Droit, was very well received 
by pupils and teachers. Indeed, it filled a need of long standing in Grade II 
classes. It is hoped that a new Grade III Reader in French, similar to the above, 
will be available in the near future. 

ROBERT GAUTHIER, 
Director of French Instruction. 


Toronto, June 7th, 1941. 
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